A second polymorph of the title compound, C 21 H 16 N 4 , is reported. The original polymorph was solved by our group [Matsumoto et al. (2003) . Tetrahedron Lett. 44, 2861Lett. 44, -2864 in the monoclinic space group C2/c and refined to R = 0.050. Now the crystal structure of a tetragonal polymorph (space group P42 1 c) has been solved and refined to R = 0.036. In the crystal, there are no strong intermolecular interactions. Reflecting the high symmetry of the molecular structure, the asymmetric unit is a quarter of the molecule, and the molecule exhibits S4 symmetry along the c axis in the crystal.
Related literature
For a recent review on related bridging ligands, see : Sumby (2011) . For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Matsumoto et al. (2003) ; Abu-Shanab (2007) . For transition metal complexes of the title compound, see: Matsumoto et al. (2004) ; Okazawa et al. (2004 Okazawa et al. ( , 2005 Okazawa et al. ( , 2006 ; Ishikawa et al. (2009) ; Hirosawa et al. (2012) . 
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Data collection: PROCESS-AUTO (Rigaku, 1998 ); cell refinement: PROCESS-AUTO; data reduction: PROCESS-AUTO; program(s) used to solve structure: SIR2014 (Burla et al., 2012 (Burla et al., , 2014 program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2014 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: Yadokari-XG 2009 (Wakita, 2001; Kabuto et al., 2009 ) and ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: Yadokari-XG 2009 and publCIF (Westrip, 2010) . compound was first synthesized by the reaction of tris(pyridin-2-yl)methyl anion with 2-chloropyridine (Matsumoto et al., 2003) . More recently, Abu-Shanab reported that the treatment of 2-picoline with excess of lithium diisopropylamide followed by 2-bromopyridine yielded the title compound as the main product (Abu-Shanab, 2007) . The title compound takes on S4 symmetry along the c axis in the crystal (Fig. 1 ), reflecting the highly symmetric molecular structure.
The silver complex of the title compound forms a one-dimensional coordination polymer in which the title compound acts as a two-fold bidentate bridging ligand (Matsumoto et al., 2004) . This coordination pattern was also observed in a dinuclear Mn(II) complex (Okazawa et al., 2004) and dinuclear Ni(II) complex (Okazawa et al., 2006) . On the other hand, the title compound often takes bidentate (Fig. 2b ) or tripodal coordination patterns ( Fig. 2c ) to bind only one metal ion. The bidentate coordination pattern was observed in the Cu(II) complexes of the title compound (Matsumoto et al., 2004; Okazawa et al., 2005) and tripodal coordination patterns were observed in Cu(II), Fe(II), and Co(II) complexes (Matsumoto et al., 2004; Ishikawa et al., 2009; Hirosawa et al., 2012) .
S2. Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by the reported procedure (Matsumoto et al., 2003) . Crystallization from methanol/chloroform (1/1) gave colorless crystals, which were used for X-ray analysis.
S3. Refinement
Aromatic H atoms were positioned geometrically and allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.95 Å and U iso = 1.2 U eq (C). 
